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France Breaks Silence on Ben Barka 


The. policemen' have testified 
fchat they acted on instructions 
pf the agent, Antoine Lopez, 

. , — - — Jwid that they thought the pur- 

himself and the Govemmentfoose of the' abduction was to 

a ffdlnef nil ohno/van a4 umahm u — t . a i . ■ . 


; By HENRY TANNER , 

; SpmIiI to The New York Timet 

FAR.LS, May b — int rrencn 
Government broke its six-month 
silence today on the circum- 
stances surrounding the abduc- 
tion and probable murder of 
Ivtehdi Ben Barka, a Moroccan 
nationalist and . opposition 
leader., 

Interior Minister Roger Frey 1 , 
In a long speech before the 
National Assembly, defended 


against all charges of wrong 
doing. 

According to. his aocount, the 
culprit in the affair was the 
official French counterintelli- 
gence agency, two of whose of- 
ficials were Informed of the' 
crime but failed to report it to 
the Government. 

Mr. Fey’s appearance before 
Parliament was not voluntary. 
Several opposition deputies had 
served notice that they wanted 
to question him about the “Ben 
Barka scandal." This procedure! 
is the French equivalent of call- 
ing on a , Cabinet member to 
testify before a Congressional 
committee. 

The step-by-sep/ account ofl 
the crime and subsequent Inves 
tigation given by Mr. Fey; was 
the government’s first compre- 
hensive statement on the case. 

Mr. Ben Barka was kidriapped 
about noon on Oct. 29 from a 
busy sidewalk in Saint-Germain 
des-Pres by two policemen, a 
counterintelligence and some 
gangsters. 

< He was driven to the subur- 
ban, villa of one of the gangs- 
ters' where, according to stat- 
fnents by one of them, he Was 
tortured and possibly killed by 
the Moroccan Interior Minister, 
Gap. Mohammed Oufkir. General 
Oufkir has, denied any rote' in 
►the matte. ' 


sir* uen uaraa's body has not 
>een found. Last week, acting 
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r-.. an anonymous tip, the police Mr. Lemarchand , rehabilitated. 
Dragged a large swamp near During debat on an amnesty 
"he villa. ‘ measure, they sought an 

Six persons are under arrest amendment lifting the Bar As- 
In the case, including the police- socfartlon’s -sanction •' against 
men .and the' agent as well as him. The amendment was dc-i 
the latter’s immediate superior Seated, with a number of Gaul-*] 
In the intelligence service. lists and all the Independen 

Republicans, a^group allied witl, 
the gaulllsts, voting against it 
The. vote marked the first 
time that the Government -nta-' 
Jorlty in the Assembly had been 
so divided; V, ) I , , T..j ; * 


bring about a meeting between 
pfr. Ben Barka and Moroccan 
(officials. ' •' . 

Mr. Lopez, who was also an 
official of Air France at the 
Paris airport, has testified that 
he reported the planning for the 
abduction and the operation it- 
self to his superior, MaJ. 'Marcel 
Leroy-Finville.- ■' 

Mr. Frey repeated the State- 
ment that the intelligence 
agency had failed to alert the 
Government or the police. 

He glowingly defended Pierre 
Lemarchand, a lawyer and Gaul 
list Deputy, who. was disbarred 
by the Bar Association for his 
role in the case. Mr. Lemar- 
chand is a .close friend of the 
Interior Minister, so that his 
role is one of the 'most explo- 
sive. political issues in the scan- 
dal. 

It has been established that 
he was informed of the, crime 
almost immediately afterward 
by a friend and former client, 
Seorges Flgon, one of the kid- 
nappers. Mr. Lemarchand gave 
some of this information to the 
plllce, but in subsequeht ques- 
tioning by an investigating 
magistrate" he got entangled In 
multiple contradictions artd left 
the impression that he was/ar 
more deeply Involved than he 
had acknowledged.^ - ' 

Gaullist 'deputies 


sembly made a strenous but fu- 
tile effort .last week to have 
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